






There was a brief discussion about sight distance and necessity of temporary 
traffic signs during project construction. 

Mr. DeLeo commented on the TRT item regarding approval of the 
decommissioning bond by the City's attorney. He added that it also needs to be 
approved by the Planning Board as well, prior to the board signing the site plans 
and mylars. Mr. Knapp explained that a copy of the decommissioning plan was 
included in the submitted application. Code Enforcement Officer Dwight Tilton 
informed the board that he would ensure that the decommissioning plan is sent to 
the attorney for review. 

Mr. Byers pulled up pictures of solar arrays to show the board and the public at 
the request of Nelson Geel. Mr. Knapp gave a brief discussion in regards to each 
component of the solar array. Mr. Lyles inquired ifthere are ever any security 
issues regarding the transformers and equipment pads located on the 
development. Mr. Byers explained that the panels are locked with keys given only 
to authorized personnel assigned to the project. Mr. Knapp added that the 
equipment pads are also located within the fence and they do not usually have 
issues with vandalism and burglary. 

Mr. DeLeo asked if Mr. Byers could share pictures on his screen to demonstrate 
the visibility of the project from Branch Lake to the public. Mr. Byers pulled up a 
view-shed map onto the screen and Mr. Knapp gave a detailed explanation of the 
map. Mr. Knapp added that they are confident that the project will not be visible 
from Branch Lake. 

Mr. De Leo questioned staff if they will require a stormwater peer review for the 
project. Mr. Tilton answered that a peer review will not be necessary at this time. 

A discussion ensued about the stormwater buffers indicated on the site plan. 

Chairman DeLeo opened a public hearing at 6:51 PM. With no comments 
submitted through ZOOM or through email/phone, the public hearing was 
subsequently closed. 

Mr. DeLeo asked Mr. Tilton if staff is concerned of any adverse impact to Branch 
Lake. Mr. Tilton explained that the Watershed Steward, John Wedin is concerned 
about erosion and sedimentation control. However, the Water Department is 
aware of the project and can monitor progress during construction. Mr. DeLeo 
noted that he does not foresee any impact to the water treatment due to the 
project. 

Molly Friedland asked if the requested quarterly site inspection from the 
Ellsworth Water Department would be scheduled. Development Services 
Coordinator Kerri Taylor read comments submitted by John Wedin in regards to 
the project. Mr. Wedin's comments stated ... the Water Department realizes that 
we cannot require inspections. We believe however, that the quarterly electrical 
inspections which were mentioned by the applicant's representative to be 
performed by their local staff could be a very valuable tool. We suggest as a 
condition of approval the inclusion of city staff during these quarterly inspections 
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in order to document the condition of temporary erosion and sediment control 
until the meadow stormwater treatment buffer is fully functional since this 
meadow is not presently on site. Ms. Taylor read Mr. Wedin's second comment as 
follows, We suggest as a condition of approval the inclusion of a city interest in 
the long-term presence of the forested stormwater treatment buffers. Since these 
forested buffers, exist only as long as the forest within them is intact. 
Mr. Knapp addressed the comments from Mr. Wedin and explained that there are 
no deed restricted forested buffers within the footprint of the project area or 
adjacent to it. It is self-treating within the facility itself and beyond that they are 
vegetated buffers and will be deed restricted as required by Maine DEP. There 
will be meadow grasses and not woody vegetation. Mr. Knapp explained that it 
may be challenging to have someone join the project representative in terms of 
quarterly inspections. He suggested providing the City with a copy of the project 
representative's report and once the meadow grasses are established there will be 
very little change throughout the life of the project. Mr. DeLeo suggested that the 
developer meet with Mr. Wedin to discuss his concerns. 

Rick Lyles made a motion to approve the Preliminary Plan Review for a Major 
Use Site Development entitled Ellsworth Solar Project. Marc Rich seconded the 
motion and with no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously (5-0). 

10.) Adjournment 
Rick Lyles moved to adjourn the meeting, Marc Rich seconded the motion, and it 
passed unanimously (5-0). The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 PM. 

Minutes prepared by: Kerri Taylor, Development Services Coordinator. 
Minutes approve orth Planning Board on December 2, 2020. 
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Preliminary Plan 
for a Major Use 
Site Development 
entitled 
Ellsworth Solar 
Project: 
Approved 
Vote to adjourn 
at 7:01 PM 
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posted on the city of 
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ellsworthmaine.gov 
A video transcript of 
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